
 
 

Homily Resources, 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday June 27, 2021 
Readings: 1st: Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24; 2nd 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Gospel Mk 5:21-43 

 

1. Our readings today remind us that our God is a tender and loving God, full of mercy and 
compassion for his faithful. We owe Him adoration because he has rescued us. 

“I will praise you, Lord, for your have rescued me.” Psalm Response. 
 

2. Our First Reading is from the book of Wisdom.  What is the Book of Wisdom?  This book 
is one of the last of the O. T. books, written about 100 years before the birth of Christ. Its 
author, probably a member of the Jewish community at Alexandria in Egypt, wrote in Greek. 
He was writing to faithful Jews, often persecuted by apostate, Hellenistic Jews, to defend 
traditional Jewish beliefs from earlier times. His profound knowledge of the earlier Old 
Testament writings is reflected in almost every line of the book. He was in a situation very 
similar to our post-Christian culture in which we need to defend and make the case for 
Christian beliefs.  
 
Some additional reflections: 
While the verses chosen for the readings this morning are primarily focused to make the point 
that our God is the author of life and did not want death, these chapters are very heavy in 
warnings to the Jews in Alexandria that God will punish evildoing. Example, see 1:4-5. I 
encourage you to read carefully the first two chapters of Wisdom 

 
Because into a soul that plots evil, wisdom enters not,  
     nor dwells she in a body under debt of sin. 
For the holy spirit of discipline (pedagogy) flees deceit 
     And withdraws from senseless counsels; 
And when injustice occurs it is rebuked. 

 
It is very dangerous and misleading to avoid the warnings of God while affirming his 
blessings. 
 
A good example of how being caught up in evil keeps one from thinking with wisdom is 
those who buy into transgender thinking. First of all, to be able to change a person’s sexuality 
is an illusion. One can mutilate the body with operations or hormones, or go to the bathroom 
of the other sex, but the only result is sterilization. Pope Francis teaches us that the Church 
should guide persons to affirm the sexuality they have been given. We should note that those 
who undergo “transgender changes” have a suicide rate 19 times higher than the national. 
 
A second area affected by this is the formation of conscience. In the secular, pagan 
Aristotelian world of thinking original sin does not exist. The ancient Greeks believed that a 
person could, through diligent efforts, develop an accurate conscience. The result of this 
usually is to base one’s actions not on godly truth but on one’s feelings or immediate needs. 
This error became commonplace in the Catholic Church after the Second Vatican Council. 
This is why Pope John Paul II had to write the Encyclical, “Veritatis Splendor” in which he 
had to insist that the conscience must be formed according to Sacred Scripture and the 
teachings of the Church in order to be conformed to reality and the truth. 
 
One difficult example of this was Father Charles Curran’s rejection of “Humanae Vitae”, the 
teaching rejecting artificial birth control as intrinsically evil. Entire sections of the Catholic 



Church rejected this teaching, the final result of which may be the destruction of Western 
Civilization which is currently experiencing a “demographic winter.” 
 
The cost of not understanding what the author of “Wisdom” is teaching here is to fall into 
patterns of sin without being able to see what is happening. 
 
(resume actual homily text here) 

3. This reading helps answer a common problem that people have, “Why does God allow 
suffering and death?” We are tempted to be angry at God for death of loved ones or innocent 
people. We are also tempted to be angry at Him our sufferings — like illness, car troubles or a 
terrible week at work. Wisdom teaches us, “God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in 
the destruction of the living.” “It was the wicked who with hands and words invited death…” 
Rather, “God formed man to be imperishable; the image of his own nature he made him.”  
 

4. How hard it can be when a friend or relative dies, especially tragically. It is important to 
recognize that God did not wish that tragedy. Our Tradition begins with the knowledge that 
Evil comes from the Original Sin and is our (collective) responsibility. How serious was that 
Original Sin! God has promised to always be with us if we belong to him (baptism) and are 
faithful.  
 

5. How do we talk about death? For those who are faithful, we talk about “passing” from this 
world to the next. This is clear to those who have near death experiences; whose “souls” leave 
their bodies and roam around, sometimes going to heaven, to hell or to purgatory.  
 

6. It was in God’s original plan for man to not suffer and to not die. This is how the world 
began with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. It is when they sinned, that original sin, 
that suffering and death entered our lives, as Wisdom states, “by the envy of the devil, death 
entered the world.” This entry of death led to the disorder of disease, nature, and the whole 
world. 
 

7. This answers the question, “What have we been rescued from?” We have been rescued 
from the consequences of the Original Sin and from our own actual sin. We live in a world 
that has been handed over to the Devil (John 8:44) and need to be redeemed to be called 
Children of God (John 1:12)  

 

“But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those 
who believe in his name.”   

Here is the basic question of faith: “Are we good on our own or do we have to be redeemed? 
If the latter, then we owe a very great debt to God and our obedient service to him in all 
aspects of our lives demonstrates our redemption. We also owe him a debt of adoration. This 
is one of the reasons we want to present ourselves before God, at least every Sunday, to give 
him praise and glory. 
 

8. The Gospel reading shows Jesus’s compassion. To restore God’s original plan, and to save 
us from the state of sin and death, He sent His only Son to revive our souls. In this reading we 
see two people who have faith in Jesus, Jairus, whose daughter was at the point of death, and 
the woman with a hemorrhage for twelve years, who was convinced that “If I but touch his 
clothes, I shall be cured.” And she was.  
 



The two questions:  
What should I offer to God in the offering this morning? 
 
 
 
 
What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that God 
wants? 
 
 

9. Interestingly enough, Jesus was “aware at once that power had gone out from him,” and 
asked the crowd, “Who touched me?” Here is a case in which he didn’t even have to intend to 
do anything. The woman, approaching him in faith, drew forth the power. His disciples were 
astonished. They said, “You see how the crowd is pressing upon you, and yet you ask, ‘Who 
touched me?’” 
 

10. This is similar to the “Signs and Wonders of the Apostles”, Acts 5:12ff. 
“Thus they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and mats so that when Peter 
came by, at least his shadow might fall on one or another of them. A large number of people… also 
gathered, bringing the sick and those disturbed by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.” 

 

Does this still happen today? Remember St John Paul II’s curing of the little boy in Mexico 
City. See my summary sheet on this as well as Jason Evert’s CD on St. J. P. II. 
 

11. The second reading from 2 Cor. Shows how the early Christian community lived out this 
compassion of Jesus for others. There was a famine in Jerusalem. The Christians in Macedonia 
responded with a generous special offering although it seems that they were very poor. So are 
we called by the example of Jesus to be generous and compassionate for that reflects the very 
nature of God. 
 

12. Chapters 8 and 9 of Second Corinthians describe most completely St. Paul’s 
understanding of giving (which often brings a blessing to someone). There was a famine in 
Jerusalem and St. Paul had called on the churches for and offering to help. Apparently, one of 
the poorest churches, that in Macedonia responded. 

“In a severe test of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their profound poverty overflowed in a 
wealth of generosity on their part. For according to their means,… and be3yond their means, 
spontaneously, they begged us insistently for the favor of taking part in the service to the holy ones, and 
this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and to us.” 

 

13. In this giving they were indeed imitating “our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake he 
became poor although he was rich, so that by his poverty you might become rich.” As do 
we wish to imitate Jesus in our giving. And as such you have been doing. How gracious, that 
we have done well during this time of COVID. You have been faithful in your giving to the 
local parish. We are doing better to the Diocese, and you have been very generous in our 
Second Mile Giving. I will share a couple of observation about our giving and our finances in 
the next two weeks. 
 

14. However, this week, it is enough just to give thanks to God for his goodness, 
remembering the Psalm Response, “I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.” That 
would have been the response of the Jerusalem Church when the offering arrived. How many 
more would say the same of our giving? I think a lot.  


